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LIBRARY SERVICE IN MINNESOTA 


As no separate biennial report of the Library Division will be issued this year, the 
Statistics of tax-supported publie libraries are printed herewith. 

Only 23 libraries reached the A. L. A. standard of expenditure of $1 per capita, 
but 87 report a number of borrowers equal to and in many cases exceeding 30 per cent 
of the population, and 75 report a circulation of 5 or more per capita. 


SUMMARY 

159 public libraries in Minnesota. 

1,327,427 people, 55 per cent of the total, live in public library service areas. 

1,725,871 volumes in public libraries, less than one book per capita for all the 
population of 2,387,125. 

7,707,715 volumes issued from them in a year, a little over 3 per capita for all the 
population. 

$1,281,934.26 expended for public libraries in a year, about 53 cents per capita for 
all the population. 

8 counties have no public libraries. 

6 villages and cities of over 2,500 have no public libraries. 
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Other 
Expenses 


1,750.00 





Transpor- 
tation 


621.95 |+$ 2,816.88 


eG... ...... 





Expenditures 





Service 








Binding 


Books and 


ounty 





Cc 
AY 


oria|ted for Cou|nty buildin|g 
814.10 


4.48) $16,085.69 





50.00 









Added to |library fun|d 
7 


$9.32 


28,849.00 
2,500.00 
2,500.00 


1,400.00) 


| 
| 


600.00 


200.00) 
0 each to North St. Paul and White Bear. 
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200.00 
600.00 
1,500.00 





Rural 


| 
| 


tations |Circulation 


| Deposit 


Branches 


Rural 
Borrowers 








5 


, 


25,232\t 2,000.00 


9,946} § meee 


" 8,995} 


13,7: 


inty also appropriates $100 to Newport and $250 to Lincoln Township. 


ounty also appropriates $ 


tC 





nts of the county. 





ipment, heat and light for branches. 





STATISTICS OF COUNTY LIBRARIES 
No. of Volumes 


Contracting Public Library 













Anoka Public Library 


South St. Paul P 
Minneapolis Public 


Saint Paul Public Library 


Litchfield Public Library . 
Rochester Public Library 





County 


Anoka... . 
Dakota 
Hennepin . . 





**In every case the entire collection of the contracting library is 


*Not counted separately. 
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NOTES ON COUNTY STATISTICS 


Anoka County—Books are issued to 
residents of the county who come to the 
library. Often one person takes books for 
several neighbors. Books are also mailed 
on request, chiefly to teachers and club- 
members. 


Dakota County—$7,500 was appropriat- 
ed by the county commissioners to the new 
Memorial Library Building on condition 
that service should be extended to the 
county. $500 has been set aside in the 
budget for extension work and requests 
from rural schools are already coming in, 


Hennepin County—The following is an 
extract from the annual report of the li- 
brarian to the County Commissioners— 

“The best thing that ever happened to 
Hennepin County is the county library,” 
was a remark made by a county library 
patron a few weeks ago when she and her 
husband carried an armful of books from 
the county library bookwagon into their 
home and left a request for special books 
on the next trip. 

The year’s work started off well with 
the opening of the Robbinsdale library 
building on January 5, 1926. The equip- 
ment for the new building built by the 
Library Club of Robbinsdale was_ pur- 
chased by the County Library and the use 
of the new library by the people of the 
community has been increasing steadily. 

At Hamel, the Farmers State bank of- 
fered a room in their building for a library 
and a small branch has been established 
there so that the residents of Hennepin 
County in that vicinity may have library 
service. 

On December 10th, Edina Library moved 
into a large room in the new school build- 
ing and have most attractive quarters with 
new furniture purchased by the county li- 
brary. Some new equipment was added 
during the year to Champlin, Eden Prairie, 
Long Lake, Maple Plain, Mound, Robbins- 
dale, and Stubbs Bay libraries. 

Small basie reference collections of 
books were bought for each branch library 
aside from the ordinary book purchases 
for the year, and extra copies of a text 
book used by Miss Olson, of the County 
Agent’s Bureau, in her Home Management 
courses were bought and_ circulated 
through her group leaders. 

The director of the county library spoke 
in the fall at two meetings of the rural 
school teachers and brought the library to 
the attention of many county residents at 
the County Fair in August. 

The old Ford truck made its last trip 
at the end of the year and was turned in 
on a new Dodge chassis. <A special body 
adapted for traveling library work has 
been built and we expect to cover the ter- 
ritory of Hennepin County in a much more 
satisfactory and efficient way than here- 
to-fore. 

Mrs. Lueas, the branch librarian at 
Eden Prairie, takes a basket of books with 
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her to church each Sunday and has thus 
reached many people who do not come to 
the library. 


Mrs. Dominick, at Glen Lake, had 
charge of the program for the monthly 
meeting of their community association, 


and advertised the library by giving the 
play ‘Exit Miss Lizzie Cox.” 


Itasca County—The Grand Rapids li- 
brary is the only one in the county doing 
rural extension work, yet in 1926 the cir- 
culation amounted to three books for 
every man, woman and child in the county, 
not excepting the population of Coleraine, 
Marble, Keewatin and Nashwauk, which 
maintain village libraries, and are not in- 
eluded in the county tax. These villages 
do not draw upon the extension service 
of the Grand Rapids institution. 


In January, 1927, more than half of the 
circulation of the library was in the rural 
districts. At the January meeting of the 
county commissioners, $1,000 was appro- 
priated for extension work for the first six 
months of the year, and an additional $500 
for purchase and repair of books. 


Koochiching County—Through contract 
with the school districts, the library serves 
all of the county, with the exception of 
five small townships in the S. W. corner 
of the county. The adult population not 
reached by the schools send in their re- 
quests by mail or come directly to the li- 
brary and all wants are carefully attend- 
ed to. 


Meeker County—Libraries of 30 or 50 
volumes are lent to school districts for cir- 
culation during the school year. These 
are changed as often as desired, usually 
every three months. Patrons call for the 
boxes at Litchfield Public Library and re- 
turn them. When a few books are desired 
for any special purpose, they are mailed. 
The library pays postage one way. 


Oimsted County—The rural circulation 
for 1926 is nearly double that of a year 
ago. 


Ramsey County—Library service’ in 
tamsey County is carried on from the St. 
Paul Public Library by a county appropria- 
tion. The school districts have contracts 
with the library, in which they agree to 
transfer their book funds and to cooperate 


with the library in providing adequate 
service. 
Book collections are changed every 


three months, and ‘‘Special Requests’’ are 
sent by mail at any time. An interesting 
feature of the service is the work at the 
county jail where books are distributed 
each Saturday morning to a grateful and 
eager group. 


Last fall a radio and several unusual 


friezes added to the attractiveness of the 
exhibit at the County Fair, which proved 
an excellent method of reaching the adult 
reader. 
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Through an increased appropriation for 
1927, it will be possible to have a book 
truck, insuring a more efficient and per- 
sonal service to the rural people of Ram- 
sey County. 


Steele County—In Steele County, there 
are regular deposit stations at Blooming 
Prairie, Ellendale and Medford, besides 27 
rural schoois which receive books regu- 
larly. 


Teachers of Blooming Prairie, Ellendale 
and Medford visit the library to make their 
own selection of books for classroom use 
and collateral reading. Packet libraries 
on required subjects are sent teachers, club 
women, and others, on request. ‘‘Reading 
with a purpose’”’ courses in Frontiers of 
Knowledge and English Literature are 
pursued by two county patrons. Efforts 
are being made to interest other rural 
patrons in these courses. 


Rural teachers depend almost entirely 
upon the central library for special day 
program material and for collateral read- 
ing. Since making the teacher responsible 
for all agency books in her care, there has 
been a noticeable improvement in the care 
of books. 


Washington County—The county people 
have the same privileges in using the main 
library as the people of Stillwater. De- 
posit collections are often made up from 
books in the childrens room and adult 
bookshelves. ‘‘In giving service we do not 
stop to think whether a book belongs to 
the county or city but give it to the person 
who wants it, when it is wanted.’’ 


Rock County—tThe discovery of a ‘‘Rock 
County Library Association”? stamp in some 
old books in the Luverne Public Library 
brought to light the fact that Rock County 
was probably the earliest in the state to 
have a county library. The by-laws of the 
association have been unearthed, indicat- 
ing that the association was organized in 
1882, with 63 members, who paid a mem- 
bership fee of 50 cents and monthly dues 
of 25 cents. Ninety percent of all funds 
was to be expended for books and period- 
icals. The library was open Monday and 
Friday of each week and the librarian, who 
was required to give a bond of $500, was 
“compensated for his services by a sum 
equal to his yearly membership dues.’’ 


St. Louis County—The Library Commit- 
tee of the St. Louis County Club, of which 
Grace Stevens, of Virginia, is chairman, is 
making a study of library service for St. 
Louis County. At the meeting of the club 
in Duluth, December 17th, Miss Baldwin 
spoke briefly before the women’s section, 
and also at the banquet in the evening. 
The Committee is collecting material for 
debates on the subject to be sent to the 
rural clubs of the county, and is preparing 
a budget and complete outline of plans to 
be presented to the board of directors for 
their consideration. 











MINNESOTA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
St. Paul, Nov. 8, 9, 10, 1927 
Tentative Program 


The date was chosen in order to take 
advantage of the special rates offered 
the M. E. A. and to make it possible for 
the public librarians doing special school] 
work to attend the school librarians’ 
meeting, Nov. 11, in Minneapolis, and 
for school librarians to hear the discus- 
sion of books at the afternoon session 
on Thursday Nov. 10. 


The program is planned to be of in- 
terest to trustees as well as librarians. 
Nov. 8th Tuesday. Dinner meeting. 
Short after dinner speeches by librarians 
presenting different phases of work. 


Rural Public Library Service (Play). 

Nov. 9th Wednesday. 9:00 A. M. 

Public Library administration 

1. What is the function of the library 
board? 
2. What is the function of the li 
brarian? 
3. How shall the budget be planned? 
4 How shall the book fund be ap- 
portioned? 

What elements in library work 

should be stressed? 

6. What shall be the method of mak- 
ing additions to the library? 
What shall be the method of mak- 
ing withdrawals from the li- 

brary? 

8. How shall statistics of circulation 
be kept to determine use of li- 
brary by schools compared to use 
by general public? 

9. How may books be borrowed from 
the traveling library? 

a. Reference and home reading. 
b. Expensive books. 

10. What plan has the State Library 
for lending books for examina- 
tion before purchase? 

11. How shall borrowers be registered? 

Wednesday 12:30. Luncheons: Hos- 
pital Librarians; Trustees; Small 
libraries. 

Wednesday 2:30 P. M. 

Free for visiting libraries. The 
State Library Division will be at 
home. 


Nov. 10 Thursday 9:00 A. M. 

Business Session 

10:00 A. M. Reports of committees. 

Survey of The Field.—Miss Clara F. 
Baldwin, Director of Libraries. 

“The Catalog and the Public.’’—Miss 
Margaret Mann, University of Michi- 
gan Library School. 

11:00 Catalogers’ Section, Miss Helen 
K. Starr presiding. 

2:20 P.M. 

Books: History, Travel, Bconomics, 
Sociology are to be presented. 


oO 
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Announcement regarding hotels will be 
made in a later issue of Library Notes and 
News. 
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Your 1927 membership dues (50c) to 
the Minnesota Library Association may be 
sent to the Secretary, Miss Adelaide ¢. 
Rood, Sumner Branch Library, 6th Ave, Nn. 
and Emerson, Minneapolis, Minn. 





WHY JOIN THE A. L. A.? 


The Fiftieth Aniversary Year of the 
American Library Association is over, It 
set a new pace for library progress. The 
impetus and inspiration that it brought 
points the way to greater expansion in al] 
branches of library work. 

Now, at the beginning of its fifty-first 
year of service, the A. L. A. finds itself 
more than ever in need of increased mem- 
bership if the aims of the organization— 
to raise standards of librarianship, to pro- 
vide better library tools, to secure better 
legislation and better salaries, to advance 
library interests everywhere are to be 
realized. 

The Association is the official organiza- 
tion of the library profession functioning 
to promote the best interests of libraries 
and library workers, and as such it merits 
their support. 

Membership in the A. L. A. will bring 
returns that more than justify the nominal 
fee. Its literature will open a channel to 
you through which will flow the _ best 
thought upon library interests. Its ad- 
visory service will help you to solve library 
problems. It maintains a free employment 
bureau. 


The terms of membership are 

$2.00 if you wish ten numbers of the 
A. L. A. Bulletin (without the 
Handbook and Proceedings). 

$4.00 if you wish the Handbook and 
Proceedings in addition to ten num- 
bers of the Bulletin. 

One dollar, initiation fee for new 
members. 

Institutional members, $5.00 a year. 
Life members, $50.00. Contribut- 
ing members, $25.00 a year. Sus- 
taining members, $100.00 a year. 

The A. L. A. Bulletin is the official peri- 
odical of the Association with up-to-date 
news of Association activities. 

The annual Handbook is a Librarians’ 
directory—a ‘“‘Who’s Who’’ of the library 
profession. Your name should be in it. 

The Proceedings contain the thought of 
eminent library specialists upon subjects of 
urgent appeal to every library worker. 

The A. L. A. stands for you and your 
library. Will you not stand with it? 
Send your name today to A. L. A. Head- 
quarters, 86 East Randolph Street, Chi- 
cago, Illinois. 

The A. L. A. Travel Committee an- 
nounces a fare-and-one-half rate to the To- 
ronto Conference, June 20-25. This rate 
would be limited in time to the convention 
period, but there will be the usual Summer 
tourist rates. The regular one-way fare to 
Toronto from St. Paul is $31.98. Lower 
berth, $9.00. 




















TWIN CITY CATALOGERS’ ROUND 
TABLE 


The Twin City Catalogers’ Round Table 
held a meeting February 4th in Minneapo- 
lis at the Yellow Lantern Tea Room with 
Mrs. Stuhr, chairman, presiding. A me- 
morial to Miss Marion Wakely was read 
and adopted. Miss Wakely who had been 
eataloger at the Agricultural College Li- 
prary for thirteen years died January 2nd. 
A copy of the memorial appears in this 
issue of the Minnesota Library Notes and 
News, p. 215. 

A committee was appointed by Mrs. Stuhr 
to make arrangements for the program of 
the catalog section of the M. L. A. meet- 
ing next fall. Miss Helen K. Starr, of the 
Hill Reference Library, was asked to serve 
as chairman of this committee. Miss Har- 
riet Wood, president of the M. L. A., out- 
lined the plans for the annual meeting of 
the state association. Another committee 
of chiefs of catalog divisions or their rep- 
resentatives was appointed to consider the 
problem of the extension of cooperative 
cataloging which is to be one of the sub- 
jects on the program of the A. L. A. cata- 
log section. Miss Jessie L. Arms, of the 
University Library, delegated Miss Norris 
to act as chairman of the committee in 
her place. Mr. Hall, chairman of the A. L. 
A. catalog section, has been corresponding 
with Mrs. Jennings, chairman of the re- 
gional groups of catalogers, and asks for 
suggestions. The evening’s program closed 
with an interesting lecture by Miss Enck- 
ing, of the Minneapolis Public Library, on 
“Wit and humor.” 


STELLA COURTEAU, Secretary. 





TWIN CITY HOSPITAL LIBRARIANS 


The Twin City Hospital Librarians met 
at the Yellow Lantern Tea Room, Tuesday 
evening, December 7th. The topic of the 
evening was presented by Miss Morrissey, 
who told of her work with nervous and 
mental patients at Mounds Park Hospital. 

A few points to be considered in this 
branch of hospital library service are:— 
The doctor must be consulted about each 
patient for certain subjects are forbidden 
to many of them. 

It is sometimes difficult to attract this 
type of patient but once they are interest- 
ed, they are apt to read a great deal. The 
librarian must be careful not to overdo the 
work. 

Historical novels, biography and travel 
are usually dependable. Mystery stories in 
which the plot is the center of interest 
and humorous stories are very good. 
Psychology, character analysis, supernatu- 
ral and fantastic stories should never be 
given to the nervous and mental patients. 
Poetry may be given if the doctor ap- 
proves. 

The reading diet for these patients must 
be varied for they tire quickly of one type 
of book. 
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The most important point of all is—that 
the librarian must know each book which 
she circulates. Nothing must be taken for 
granted for some of our most dependable 
authors occasionally run amuck. 

Many of these patients are excellent 
readers and supplying them with books 
can be a very stimulating occupation. 

The question of uniforms was again 
brought before the group and several mod- 
els were exhibited. 





The hustle and bustle of the holiday 
season and “that tired feeling’’ which fol- 
lows were responsible for the impromptu 
program of the January meeting of the 
Twin Cities Hospital Librarians, at the 
Women’s City Club, January 4. 

Miss Jones, who presided, called our at- 
tention to the American Journal of Nurs- 
ing, as containing interesting articles for 
librarians as well as for the nursing pro- 
fession. 

Two prepared by Miss Nellie 
Williams, Librarian, for the Nebraska 
State Institutions, were read by Miss 
Jones. The first one was presented at 
the annual meeting of Alienists and Neu- 
rologists of America, in July, 1917, under 
the title of “‘The library from the patient’s 
point of view.” The second, introduced 
“Books as tools’ to the State Nurses As- 
sociation in Lincoln, October, 1923. 


papers, 





Grey Gables was the name that swung 
under a jutting piece of the old roof. It 
was again the first Tuesday of the month 
and H. L.’s of the Twin Cities had rounded 
up their band to the extent of ten. Mrs. 
Elva Bailey, who is chief of this work in 
the Minneapolis Public Library, was in 
charge for the evening. 

She told us of an amusing little volume 
called Physic in Fiction by a man who 
signed himself S. Squire Spriggs. This 
gentleman, probably a physician, obviously 
a reader gracefully and humorously cited 
the use and misuse of the art of medicine 
in a choice of books ranging from Defoe’s 
Plague of London to Daisy Miller of the 
late Mr. James. Here is a nice piece of 
work, and some whimsical doctor with a 
flair for writing might do worse than con- 
tinue such a piece of leisured amusement 
to the present flood of pathologically pol- 
luted fiction. 

Elizabeth Shepley Sergeant’s article in 
last May’s Harper’s was quite another mat- 
ter. Who knows that Dr. Alice Hamilton 
is one of our great figures in the field of 
public health and the study of occupa- 
tional diseases, who knows that she is an 
accepted authority on these subjects at 
Geneva among the Secretariat of the 
League of Nations and who knows that she 
sprang from a father who dreamed and 
a mother who was fiendishly fond of fresh 
air and foreign languages? 

The To-day and To-morrow Series. Yes, 














open your eyes, what’s coming now? Wil- 
son on Thrysymachus (who chooses those 
terrible titles and how long can they keep 
them up?) Well, it follows up with a 
sub-title of ‘‘The Doctor of the future.” 
There is not a word of state medicine. 
That is beside the point. This person, the 
D. of the F. is to be one of those paragons 
who embraces all fields of learning and 
keeps all sympathies keen and himself a 
fine fit specimen. How can he be anything 
except “of the future,’’ one wonders. He 
shall be the perfect humanist, the all- 
knowing who shall realize that a symptom 
is not an evidence of disease but rather an 
evidence of the patient’s reaction to life, 
and being all-knowing will be able to right 
the temporary unbalance. The author dis- 
courses upon the advisability of the pres- 
ent doctor learning how to desensitize 
nerves, so that much of the present unbal- 
ance may be overcome just as many of 
our so-called bacteria diseases are over- 
come by the introduction of known anti- 
toxins at psychological moments. Provoca- 
tive at least and well put. That suggests 
another doctor’s article and that in turn 
Dr. Joseph Collins’ contribution to the 
February Harpers—But now the _ gas 
heater has been turned off and even our 
discussion cools down. Yes, it is time to 
go home. 





SUMMER LIBRARY COURSES 


A group of courses under the direction 
of F. K. Walter, librarian of the Univer- 
sity of Minnesota, will be given in the Col- 
lege of Science, Literature and Arts, in- 
cluding Reference by Mr. Walter, 3 credits, 
a general course in Book Selection for the 
Public Library by Harriet A. Wood, Super- 
visor of School Libraries, Department of 
Education, 3 credits; and Public Library 
Administration, by Clara F. Baldwin, Di- 
rector of Libraries, 2 credits. 

Special courses in School Library Meth- 
ods for teacher librarians will be offered 
this summer in the College of Education 
by Alma Penrose, librarian of the Univer- 
sity High School. There will be two 
courses, each carrying three credits one 
on School Library Organization and Ad- 
ministration, including classification and 
cataloging, and one on Book Selection for 
the School Library. 

Registration begins June 17, classes 
open June 20, and the school closes July 
30. A special bulletin of information will 
be issued soon. Write to F. K. Walter, 
Librarian, University of Minnesota, for 
further information. 


School of Library Service, Columbia 
University 

The school of Library Service, Columbia 
University, offers courses leading to the 
B. S. degree, courses leading to the certifi- 
cate, courses for school librarians and 
courses for librarians of small public libra- 
ries. Apply to the Secretary of the Uni- 
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versity for the special announcement of 
the School of Library Service for the Sum- 
mer Session. 


School of Education, University of Chicago 

Three courses in Library Science Educa- 
tion are offered to students who are fa- 
miliar with the subject-matter of library 
science and who are or intend to be teach- 
ers of the subjects. These courses include 
Problems in Education for Librarianship, 
by Ernest J. Reece, Associate Professor at 
the Columbia School of Library Service: 
Principles of Educational Psychology ap- 
plied to Education for Librarianship, py 
Professor F. N. Freeman, University of 
Chicago, and Problems in the Teaching of 
Library Science by Professor W. W. Char- 
ters, University of Chicago. 





Summer Courses are also announced by 
the Universities of Iowa, Michigan and 
Wisconsin, and other library schools. 





LIBRARY AIDS 


Gold Star List, American Fiction, 1821- 
1927.—A miniature book map locating the 
twenty-two good stories of 1926 selected 
by the staff of the Syracuse Public Li- 
brary, makes attractive the cover of this 
excellent, annotated buying list of Amer- 
ican fiction. The five hundred titles are 
grouped by subject—business, country and 
village life, dog stories, ethical and domes- 
tic problems, society novels, stories of 
places, ete., which makes this a very us- 
able check list for librarians. The price 
by mail is twenty-five cents, if sent to the 
Public Library at Syracuse, New York. 

Rural Public Library Service is a hand- 
book for rural leaders, printed for the 
League of Library Commissions. A county 
library station in a rural postoffice is pic- 
tured on the cover and serves to introduce 
the reader to the discussion of various 
types of state and public library service 
described within. A list of available 
printed matter for distribution, a directory 
of library extension agencies, both na- 
tional and state, and suggestions for rural 
leaders make this a valuable aid to libra- 
rians who wish to interest their county 
friends and readers in the county library 
plan. These leaflets may be secured from 
this office. 

Fifty Books for Farmers, published by 
the American Library Association lists 
books on crops, fruits, vegetables, farm 
buildings, forestry and other phases of 
agricultural life and interest. Where rural 
borrowers make use of their library facili- 
ties, librarians should have copies of this 
list. It will also suggest interesting titles 
to be added to agricultural collections. 

Equalizing Library Opportunities pre- 
sents briefly, in folder form, the library 
situation in the United States and adver- 
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tises the county library as the solution of 
the rural public library problem. 
Librarianship as a profession for college 
trained men and women, will be helpful to 
librarians when interesting young people 
in adopting the career of librarian. It is 
most attractive in make-up and was print- 
ed at the 50th anniversary exhibit of the 
' american Library Association. The state- 
ment on the cover of the three-fold appeal 
of librarianship—a profession of books 
and scholarship, a field for high adminis- 
trative ability, and a constructive social 
service—will attract many college people. 
Emphasis is laid on library work as a 
growing profession and the booklet de- 
scribes the various phases of service, qual- 
ifications and preparation, salaries, hours, 
placement and advancement. The accred- 
ited Library Schools of 1926 are listed, 


also. Librarians should make generous 
use of this pamphlet among their high 


school and college patrons. 

Circulation work has been revised by 
Carl Vitz of the Toledo Public Library and 
is one of the Manuals of Library Economy. 
Librarians who are troubled by their pres- 
ent charging systems or rules of registra- 
tion and circulation, pay duplicate collec- 
tions, fines, reserves and all the other 
phases of loan work, will find this manual 
of value because of its clearness and sim- 
plicity. It is helpful to know the general 
practice in such matters. 

Library Periodicals. — Do librarians 
know that the Library Division has cir- 
culating copies of Libraries, Library Jour- 
nal, New York Libraries and Wisconsin Li- 
brary Bulletin? By paying 50 cents a year 
to cover postage, your name will be put 
on the mailing-list and you will receive the 
current issues as they appear. 





BOOKS OFFERED 
Free for transportation charges 
Larned—History for ready reference. Tv. 
(old ed.) 
Palgrave 
3v. 
MAUD VAN BUREN, Librarian, 
Public Library, Owatonna, Minn. 


Dictionary of political economy. 








Larned—History for ready reference. 5v. 
ce’ 1893. 

National Education Association. 
ings, 1901, 1902, 1903, 1904, 
1909, 1911, 1914, 1917, 1920. 

New International encyclopedia. 
(vol. 8 missing). 

EDITH E. H. GRANNIS, Librarian, 
Teachers College, St. Cloud, Minn. 


Proceed- 
1908, 


Ed. 2 





BOOKS WANTED 
Harpers Magazine. V. 132 and 134. 
Publie Library, Owatonna, Minn. 


Minnesota Library Notes and News—V. 
no. 1, 9. V. 6, no. 7. 


oo 


Teachers College, St. Cloud, Minn. 
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RECENT BOOKS OF MERIT 


Librarians may borrow these books from 
the Traveling Library for examination be- 
fore adding them to their buying lists. 
These titles should, however, be purchased 
with reference to what is already in the 
library. 


Non-Fiction 


Prohibition at its worst. 
Macmillan, 1926, 1.75. 178 
“Statistical and other data in support of 

the thesis that prohibition has been benefi- 

cial to this country ... by far the best book 
favorable to prohibition that has appeared.” 

—Wisconsin Library Bulletin. 

Browne, Lewis. This believing world; a 
simple account of the great religions of 
mankind. Macmillan, 1926, 3.50. 290 
“This is the best popular book on compara- 

tive religion that has yet appeared... free 

from dogmatic conviction or cant.’’—Booklist. 

Quick, Herbert. Mississippi steamboatin’; 
a history of steamboating on the Missis- 
sippi and its tributaries. Holt, 1926, 
3.00. 387 
“Begun by Herbert Quick and finished after 

his death by his son Edward, it covers all of 

the aspects of the old steamboat days, com- 
mercial, picturesque and romantic. . ."—Wis- 

consin Library Bulletin. , 


Fisher, Irving. 


Faust, Allen Klein. The new Japanese 
womanhood. Doran, 1926, 1.50. 396 
The progress made by Japanese women 


during the industrial growth of Japan is pre- 

sented by the president of Miyagi college in 

Japan. It is simply told and of great inter- 

est, indeed. 

Gardner, Helen. Art through the ages; an 
introduction to its history and signifi- 
cance. Harcourt, 1926, 4.00. 709 
“Follows a chronological order by coun- 

tries. ... Chapter summaries, bibliographies 

and many illustrations make it a_ useful 
study guide.’—Wisconsin Library Bulletin. 

Graham, Stephen. Gentle art of tramping. 
Appleton, 1926, 2.50. 796 
“With its chapters on Boots, The knap- 

sack, Clothes, The companion, Books, Tobac- 

co, Maps, this is a book to rejoice the heart 
of every hiker.’—Wisconsin Library Bulletin. 





Carnegie Library School Association. 
Mother’s Day in poetry. Wilson, 1926, 
60. 821.8 

Carnegie Library School Association. 
Washington and Lincoln in poetry. Wil- 
son, 1927, .60. 821.8 
These two anthologies, in paper covers, 


prove most useful to librarians who are 
called on to furnish material for school use. 
Hall, James Norman. On the stream of 

travel. Houghton, 1926, 3.00. 910 

“An example of the true traveler’s ability 
to look upon trivial happenings of life with 
unaccustomed eyes.’”—Booklist. The South 


Sea Islands are the scene of most of Mr. 

Hall’s observations. 

Morrill, Samuel. Lanterns, junks and 
jade. Stokes, 1926, 2.50. 915 


This fascinating account of Chinese cus- 
toms and manners appears in the Interna- 
tional Mind Alcove as an important contri- 
bution to international understanding. 


Younghusband, Sir Francis Edward. Epic 
of Mount Everest. Longmans, 1926, 
3.00. 915 


Here is combined “into a single narrative 
the thrilling material contrived in the three 











first-hand accounts of heroic attempt at_a 

feat still unaccomplished.”—Book Review Di- 

gest. 

Vandercook, John W. ‘‘Tom-Tom.”’ Har- 
per, 1926, 3.50. 918 
“A description of a strange Negro civiliza- 

tion in the jungles of Dutch Guiana, founded 

by the descendants of an old slave regime. 

An interesting study of jungle psychology.” 

Wisconsin Library Bulletin. 

Pepys, Samuel. Everybody’s Pepys; the 
diary of Samuel Pepys, 1660-1669. Har- 
court, 1926, 3.50. 921 
An abridgment of the famous diary with 

the inimitable illustrations of E. H. Shepard. 





Fiction 
Chase, Daniel. Hardy rye. 

2.50 

A distinctly worthwhile novel for those 
readers who appreciate a serious study of 
family life, in this case, four generations of 
New Englanders who make their living from 
the soil. 

Ertz, Susan. Wind of complication. Ap- 

pleton, 1927, 2.00. 

A collection of short stories told in the us- 
ual Susan Ertz way—pleasing, humorous and 
charming. 

James, Will. Smoky, the cowhorse. Scrib- 

ner, 1926, 2.50. 

“A cowboy, one who ‘knows his riggin,’ 
tells the life story of a marvelous mouse- 
colored pony. ... The text, which is in the 
vernacular of the cowboy, together with the 
artist’s fine drawings, creates a splendid pic- 
ture of life on the range, ranch, rodeo and 
desert.”—Booklist. 

Miller, Agnes. Colfax book-plate. Cen- 

tury, 1926, 2.00. 

This is an exceptionally good mystery 
story, laid in a bookshop and concerned with 
rare books and booksales. 

Parrish, Anne. Tomorrow morning. Har- 

per, 1926, 2.00. 

A mother-and-son story related with Anne 
Parrish’s attention to detail. ‘Has many of 
the qualities of The Perennial Bachelor, but 
is less incisive and less bitter.”—Wisconsin 
Library Bulletin. 

Parrish, Dillwyn. Smith everlasting. Har- 

per, 1926, 2.00. 

The brother of Anne Parrish has written 
an amusing story of a commonplace family— 
the everlasting Smiths. 

Richardson, Anthony. High silver. Dodd, 

1926, 2.00. 

“A fine, strong story, skillfully handled” 
contrasting a cynical, worldly grandfather 
and his grandson, who is impulsive, ideal- 
istic. 

Tarkington, Booth. The plutocrat. Dou- 

bleday, 1927, 2.00. 

Another of Tarkington’s entertaining sto- 
ries, this time about an American ‘“‘go-getter” 
abroad with his family. 

Walpole, Hugh. Harmer John; an un- 

worldly story. Doran, 1926, 2.00. 
__“The story of how Harmer John, a foreign 
idealist, comes to live in Polchester, the 
scene of The Cathedral.”—Wisconsin Library 
Bulletin. 


TRAVELING LIBRARY NOTES 


Are Minnesota librarians making the 
best possible use of the various Reading 
with a Purpose courses? Mere purchase 
of each course as it comes out is not 
enough—-personal effort must be made to 
place each of the series in the hands of 
those people in the community who will 


Bobbs, 1926, 
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be interested and who will in turn adver. 
tise them to their friends. 

American Library Association headquar- 
ters reports that more than 233,000 copies 
have been sold. These have been sent not 
only to libraries, but to bookstores, indi- 
viduals, Y. M. C. A’s., Parent-Teacher As- 
sociations and women’s clubs. One libra- 
rian discovered that a patron of her library 
and her friend used twelve copies of one 
course as Christmas cards. One large pub- 
lic library uses the courses as subjects of 
monthly book talks. The Seattle Public 
Library has spent $2,000 for books recom- 
mended in the series. 

Several new courses have been planned, 
two based on historical fiction (one of 
them to be written by William Stearns 
Davis of the University of Minnesota) and 
two on biography. There will also be 
courses on international relations, world’s 
religions, American fiction, the theater and 
other topics of popular interest. In the 
first half of 1927 we may expect booklets 
on Mental hygiene, Citizenship, Sculpture, 
Modern drama and Economics. 


The four most recent courses we have 
received are Americans from abroad by J. 
P. Gavit, Pleasure from pictures by H. T. 
Bailey, Europe of our day by H. A. Gib- 
bens, and Architecture by Lewis Mumford. 
As we have said before, the Traveling Li- 
brary has all of the courses and all of the 
recommended books. Use them freely for 
your patrons. 

Librarians may appreciate the following 
advertising suggestions, which have been 
reported to the American Library Associa- 
tion: 

From one library a brief notice about 
the series is sent to the Board of Educa- 
tion to be rolled up in the diploma of each 
high school graduate. 

Another library pastes a notice in all 
copies of the recommended books, stating 
that it is one of the books recommended 


A few other suggestions are to provide 
a special table, case or shelf on which the 
courses can be displayed with the recom- 
mended books, to write the call number 
opposite the title of each book in the list 
of additional titles at the end of each 
course, to give talks about the courses to 
women’s clubs, Rotary and other men’s 
organizations, ete., to send special notices 
to groups which would be interested in 
particular courses, to reserve the books 
for readers who are following the courses, 
and to otherwise advertise the series by 
exhibits, talks, and newspaper notices. 
The Traveling Library has received the 
following titles, added to the International 
Mind Alcove, which was described in the 
December number of Library Notes and 
News: 
Faust, Allen K. The new Japanese wo0- 
manhood. 
Morrill, Samuel. 
jade. 


Lanterns, junks and 
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Thompson, Wallace. Rainbow countries in 

Central America. 
Peattie, Donald Culross. 

harvests. 

A splendid contribution to the promo- 
tion of understanding on the part of our 
children for their friends in foreign lands 
is the International Mind Alcove formed of 
juvenile titles. Valuable lessons may be 
taught by librarians who will take the time 
to explain to their small borrowers the 
purpose of this group of books and to en- 
courage them to look on these stories as 
an effort to develop sympathy and under- 
standing among nations. The first group 
of books includes: 

Perkins, Lucy Fitch. Dutch twins. 

Spyri, Johanna. Heidi. 

Rowe, Dorothy. Rabbit lantern. 

Baroness des Chesnez. Lady Green Satin 
and her maid Rosette. 

Sugimoto, Etsu Inagaki and Austen, Nancy 

Virginia. With Taro and Hano in Japan. 
Snell, Roy Judson, The dinner that was 

always there. 

De la Ramee, Louise. 
Morley, Margaret Warner. 
of Toy Valley. 

The libraries at Anoka, Crookston, 
Fairmont, Red Wing, St. Paul, Spring 
Grove, Stillwater and Thief River Falls are 
now receiving these Alecoves. On the wait- 
ing list have been placed Duluth, Taylors 
Falls, Lake City, Beardsley, St. Cloud, 
Pine Island, Buhl and Graceville. 

The report of the Traveling Library for 
January to December 1926 shows that 542 
requests for traveling library collections 
were answered by shipping out 16,879 
books. There were 69 requests from clubs 
which were aided by 783 outlines for their 
year’s activities and some 700 books. Over 
6,000 requests came by mail for reference 
material. 7,000 books and nearly 12,000 
articles, pamphlets and clippings were 
mailed by parcel post to all parts of the 
state. 

Please feel free to borrow from the Trav- 
eling Library the books suggested for 
purchase, book maps, International Mind 
Aleove titles, reading lists, library aids, 
pictures, foreign books, traveling library 
collections and Reading with a Purpose 
books. 

Following are some of the new books 
added to our open shelf collection: 


FICTION 


Erskine, John. Galahad. 


Lord, Frank. Light fingers. 
a Minnesota author. 


Miss Tiverton goes out. 
Ostenso, Martha. Dark dawn. 


Cargoes and 


Dog of Flanders. 
Donkey John 


Mr. Lord is 


NON-FICTION 


Benton, Alva Hartley. 
products. 


Marketing of farm 
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Bottomley, Myrl E. Design of small prop- 
erties. 

Bradford, Gamaliel. Darwin. 

Dowd, Jerome. Negro in American life. 

Fisher, Irving. Prohibition at its worst. 

Goddard, E. H. and Gibbons, P. A.  Civil- 
ization or civilizations. 

Groves, Ernest Rutherford. Drifting home. 

Guttersen, Alma A. Norse-American wo- 
men. 

Henry, W. H. F. and Seeley, Levi. 
to organize and conduct a meeting. 

Ionides, Basil. Color and interior decora- 


How 


tion. 

Jennings, Arthur J. Complete home land- 
scape. 

Kennedy, William Dorsey. Free-lance 


writer’s handbook. 

Laut, Agnes Christina. 
old frontier. 

Lutz, Edwin George. 
composition. 

Martin, Everett Dean. 
eral education. 

Osgood, Henry Osborne. So this is jazz. 

Ramsaye, Terry. Million and one nights. 
2 v. A history of the moving picture in- 
dustry. 

Robson, Vivian E. 
astrology. 

Smith, Joseph Russell. 

Somervell, David Churchill. 
Gladstone. 

Taylor, Edward Wyllys. 

Terman, Lewis Madison. 
school children. 

Tomkins, William. Indian sign language. 

Wascher, A. E. and Ingham, T. C. Who’s 
who in music and dramatic art in the 
Twin Cities. 

White, Edward Albert. 
er arrangement. 
Many of these books librarians will have 

only occasional demands for, which may be 

met by borrowing from the Traveling Li- 

brary. 


Blazed trail of the 
Practical pictorial 


Meaning of a lib- 


Student’s textbook of 


North America. 
Disraeli and 


Psychotherapy. 
Intelligence of 


Principles of flow- 


MILDRED L. METHVEN. 





TRAVELING LIBRARY EXHIBIT 
at 
FARMERS’ SHORT COURSE 


The Traveling Library exhibit during 
the Farmers’ Short Course at the Univer- 
sity Farm proved even more successful this 
year than the exhibit of last winter. The 
former display space was used again, that 
in the hall just outside the library, which 
is in the Administration Building. The 
same generous assistance from Miss Sewall 
and her staff made the arrangement of the 
display an easy matter. Two of the new 
book maps, together with attractive Book 
Week posters and others on either side of 














a large poster featuring “Friendly Books 
for a Winter’s Night,’’ formed the back- 
ground. 

Books from the open shelf collection rep- 
resenting the Reading with a Purpose 
courses, books for farmers and home- 
makers, titles from the book maps and 
books for children in generous numbers, 
were displayed on a ‘“two-level‘‘ table. 
Such an arrangement nearly doubles the 
number of books which may be shown to 
advantage, by lifting half of them above 
the rest and making their titles easily read. 

Across the hall, the traveling library 
collections were featured, as well as the 
pictures of the Hennepin County library 
service. On each of the tables were placed 
liberal quantities of book lists, Traveling 
Library literature, the Country Bookshelf 
and copies of the new leaflet on Rural Pub- 
lic Library Service as well as the new 
Fifty Books for Farmers list. 

Among the interesting people who bor- 
rowed books from our exhibit were a 
grandfather who wanted to read nature- 
study books to his grandchildren, a mother 
earing for her son’s beehives while he was 
teaching in the winter, a family in which 
the mother was especially interested in her 
children’s reading and the father in dairy- 
ing and agricultural chemistry, a member 
of a mother’s club taking up child study 
for its winter’s work, a minister wishing 
to find attractive nature books, a farmer 
who was eager to find books to help him 
interest his son in the farm as a Career, a 
woman about to move to a small town who 
was anxious to keep up her study in musi- 
cal appreciation, a county club leader, a 
young man fascinated by the Pleasure from 
Pictures course and numerous students and 
faculty members, many of whom were 
making lists of books to read and buy. 

The exhibit this year seemed especially 
worthwhile and served to introduce our 
traveling library service to many new 
friends and to renew acquaintance with 
old ones. The Director of the Short 
Course has asked that this display become 
an annual affair and we hope to make our 
exhibit more interesting each year. Libra- 
rians anywhere in the state who have an 
opportunity to exhibit their local library 
resources at county Short Courses, will find 
it very much worth their while to do so. 
M. L. M. 





IN MEMORIAM 
Ester Granville Perkins 


The tragic death of Mrs. Claude C. Per- 
kins, librarian of the school and public 
library at Pine Island, was a severe loss 
to the librarians of Minnesota. She died 
on January 23rd of burns received in a 
gasoline explosion the previous day. 

Mrs. Perkins was a dynamic personality, 
warm-hearted, sympathetic, full of enthu- 
siasm and imbued with the library spirit 
to a marked degree. She had been librarian 
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of the Pine Island Public Library since its 
opening in February 1918 and had made 
for herself a large place in the community, 
She was instrumental in bringing about a 
system of cooperation with the schools 
which was unusually complete and succegs- 
ful. She gave herself without reserve to 
the needs of the public and one was 
strongly impressed with the feeling that 
every individual member of the large audi- 
ence attending her funeral had felt her 
influence and sincerely mourned her ag a 
friend. Her daughter Claudia, 15 years 
old, has gone to Chicago to make her home 
with her uncle. The library board passed 
the following resolutions— 

WHEREAS our Divine Father has, in 
his infinite wisdom, seen fit to remove from 
her sphere of earthly associations our be- 
loved and talented librarian, Ester G. Per- 
kins, we deem it fitting and proper that 
we, the Library Board of the Van Horn 
Public Library of Pine Island, at this time 
express, in some small degree, our appre- 
ciation of the immeasurable service that 
she has rendered to this community. 


Be it Therefore Resolved That we fully 
realize that the fact that the Van Horn 
Publie Library of Pine Island is recognized 
as the most successful and practical library 
in the State of Minnesota is due to the fact 
that Mrs. Perkins has been in charge of 
the institution since its inception and that 
she has put into her work not only unlim- 
ited energy, enthusiasm, and intelligence, 
but that her human sympathy and innate 
desire to be helpful to all those with whom 
she came in contact have been of incalcul- 
able value. 

Her influence has been felt in all depart- 
ments of the community life and has ex- 
tended throughout the state of Minnesota. 


We venture the assertion that there is 
no citizen of this community whose influ- 
ence has been greater for good in every 
department of community life, whether do- 
mestic, religious, civic or social, or whose 
services will be more sorely missed. 

No other person who has lived in Pine 
Island has done more to raise the moral 
and intellectual tone of the community 
than has Mrs. Perkins. 

Her family and relatives will always 
have the satisfaction of knowing that the 
entire community grieves with them over 
the seemingly untimely removal in the 
height of her usefulness of this beloved 
woman and we feel confident that in the 
realms beyond to which she has gone her 
reward will be commensurate with her 
services here, and that the results of her 
work here among us will last thru many 
generations yet to come. 

Be it Further Resolved That a copy of 
these resolutions be given to her daughter, 
Claudia Perkins, a copy given to the press 
for publication, and a copy spread upon the 
minutes of this meeting. 

Pine Island, Minnesota, January 24, 
1927. 
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Marion Wakely 


In the death of Marion Wakely, on Jan- 
uary 2nd, 1927, the Twin City Catalogers’ 
Round Table has lost a faithful member 
and friend, one whose kindly and cheerful 
presence we shall long miss. 

Miss Wakely was for more than thirteen 
years cataloger in the Library of the Agri- 
cultural College of the University of Min- 
nesota. One of her associates writes: 
“Whatever the library has been able to do 
for students and faculty during that time 
has been largely due to the never-ending 
devotion with which she did her part, 
quietly, behind the scenes. She got things 
done in spite of all kinds of difficulties and 
did everything well. Her careful, accurate 
work of every kind will be a standard for 
years to come that will be hard to meet. 

“The finest thing about her was her per- 
sonal charm. Whatever happened she was 
never down-hearted. She was always full 
of cheer and encouragement, always ready 
with words calculated to bring smiles to 
others, delightful with unexpected bits of 
wit and turns of expression. The library 
is dull without her.’’ 

The members of the Twin City Cata- 
logers’ Round Table wish to express their 
sorrow at the loss of their friend, and to 
extend their sympathy to Miss Wakely’s 
family and to her fellow-workers in the 
library. 

—TWIN CITY CATALOGERS’ ROUND 
TABLE. 

Evangeline Robinson, High School Li- 
brarian at Winona, died during the Christ- 
mas holidays, after a brief illness. In her 
quiet way she served the schoo] faithfully. 
She was always ready to cooperate with 
the public librarians and will be greatly 
missed by her associates. 

Mrs. D. E. Halbert, who resigned as li- 
brarian at Luverne in 1923 on account of 
failing health, died at her home in Lu- 
verne in September. 





LIBRARIANS 


Hazel Laing, librarian of the South Hib- 
bing Branch, resigned the last of the year 
to become librarian of the public library 
at Marinette, Wisconsin. 

Mary Radford has become librarian of 
the South Hibbing Branch. 

Sigma Niemi, formerly children’s libra- 
rian at Eveleth, has been appointed chil- 
dren’s librarian at South Hibbing. 

Martha Hays, eataloger, Virginia Public 
Library, has been appointed librarian, Pub- 
lic Library, at Hinsdale, Illinois. 

Helen Stratte, formerly school librarian 
at Biwabik, has been temporarily appoint- 
ed to succeed Miss Hays. 

Gladys Ecklund, of St. Peter, Minn., for- 
merly assistant in the Des Moines Public 
Library, has been appointed children’s li- 
brarian at Eveleth. 

Ellen B. Lawin, assistant librarian at 
International Falls, resigned her position 
and returned to the Branch Division of the 





of entertainments. 
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St. Paul Public Library the first of Feb- 
ruary. 

Lolita Newman of Stillwater, Illinois Li- 
brary School, 1925, who has been assistant 
in the Davenport Public Library, has ac- 
cepted a position in the East Lake Branch, 
Minneapolis. 

Leila Stickles, Western Reserve, 1926, 
who has been in her home at Red Wing on 
account of illness, will begin work in the 
public library, March 1st, on part time. 

Catherine Sherman, a graduate of the 
University of Minnesota, is doing the hos- 
pital library work in Rochester. 

Esther Morris resigned her position as 
school librarian at Mankato to accept a 
position in the Naval Hospital Library at 
Norfolk, Va. 

Mrs. Harriet Van Buren Dugan, formerly 
librarian of the Mankato Publie Library, 
is acting as school librarian at Mankato 
until the end of the year. 

Elizabeth M. Smith, of Minneapolis, is 
acting as school librarian at Winona. 





NEWS FROM PUBLIC LIBRARIES 

NOTE—Items of news for this column are 
solicited from all libraries in the _ state. 
These should be real news items, indicating 
some progress, or new plan which may be 
suggestive to other libraries. Notes should 
be sent to the Director of Libraries by the 
15th of the month preceding each issue of 
the bulletin, which appears quarterly in 
March, June, September and December. 

Akeley—tThe public library is located in 
the High School under the management of 
the Study Club. It is open Tuesday and 
Friday afternoons from 2 to 5, and Tues- 
day noon to accommodate pupils who come 
in from the country. 


Austin—The library has been giving 
mail service to many rural patrons during 
the winter. These borrowers pay a fee of 
25 cents for three months. The library 
now has 5,840 borrowers and a total of 
5,494 books were issued in the month of 
January, a gain of more than 1,000 over 
last year. 


Biwabik—tThe village council made an 
appropriation for the purchase of adult fic- 
tion for the school and community library. 


Blackduck—An open meeting was held 
at the library on the evening of January 
24th, when Miss Baldwin gave a talk on 
The Library and the Community. In the 
afternoon members of the Tri Sigma Club 
and library board were entertained at the 
home of the president of the board. 

The library building has recently been 
enlarged and the village has taken over its 
support, levying a two-mill tax. 

Blooming Prairie—The Blooming Prairie 
Library Association has donated $50 for 
the purchase of children’s books. The As- 
sociation plans to raise funds by a series 
The library is located 
in the High School and is also a branch of 
the Steele County Library. 

Crosby—A new steel ceiling has been 
put in the library room. 








The interest in Children’s Book Week 
was greater than ever before. Eight 
prizes were awarded in the essay contest. 

Duluth—At the request of the Head of 
the Lakes Radio Station WEBC, the Du- 
luth Public Library has given, for several 
months, a weekly library program in the 
afternoon and twice a week a children’s 
program of story hours in the evenings. 
The story hour programs have been given 
by Miss Ruth Peters, Supervisor of Chil- 
dren’s Work and Miss Luella Hanson. The 
other programs have been given by Miss 
Moore, the Librarian, and various members 
of the staff. The afternoon programs usu- 
ally consist of book-reviews and have also 
included some general talks on library 
service such as ‘‘A Day in the Reference 
Department,” ‘“‘Behind the Scenes at the 
Publie Library” and ‘‘Ask the Library.’’ 

The circulation for the year 1926 totaled 
490,633, a gain of 32,187 over 1925. 

Plans are being made for $40,000 addi- 
tion to the Main Library and the architect 
has also been secured for a new branch 
library in Woodland. 

Edgerton—The Runals Memorial Li- 
brary is located in a basement room, with 
separate entrance, in the Community build- 
ing, opened in 1924. The village council 
has appointed a library board and levied 
a half-mill tax for its support. 

Eveleth—The annual report of the li- 
brary gives a total of 3,330 active borrow- 
ers, of whom 712 are from outlying min- 
ing locations and nearby farming communi- 
ties. 

Glenwood—A very successful Children’s 
Book Week was sponsored by the Woman’s 
Civic Club. A live committee was appoint- 
ed, which enlisted the cooperation of pas- 
tors, newspapers, movie theatre, merchants 
and book dealers. <A story hour was ar- 
ranged for every afternoon at the public 
library and there were book exhibits and 
a book title contest. Annotated book-lists 
were sold at ten cents a copy, and others 
distributed free. A club program was giv- 
en at the library and the outstanding event 
of the week was an entertainment given by 
the school children, at which each grade 
was represented in colorful costumes, some 
depicting nursery rhymes, book titles or 
favorite characters, other presenting songs, 
tableaux and dances. The High School 
orchestra furnished the music. A small 
admission fee was charged which netted 
$50 for new books. 


The Library Board gave a silver tea in 
the reading room on February 16, realizing 
about $50. The Glenwood Civie Club re- 
cently gave the Library $50 for children’s 
books. The crowded condition of the 


shelves has made necessary the purchase 
of three new cases at a cost of $226. A 
rental shelf of some twenty books has re- 
cently been established. 

Grand Rapids—The library was closed 
during the Christmas holidays, when new 
electrical fixtures were installed, and some 
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new wiring added. The tops of the desks 
and tables were refinished and some of 
the bookcases were rearranged. 

Granite Falls—Owing to the increasing 
circulation, it has been decided to open the 
library three days a week. Gifts of $25 
from the W. C. T. U. for children’s books 
and $13 from the Womens Club have beep 
received. 

LeSueur—A committee was appointed to 
solicit contributions for furnishing the 
new library rooms in the City Hall. Vari- 
ous organizations and individuals have re. 
sponded and rugs for the floor, tables and 
chairs for adults and children have been 
provided. 

Madison—The roof of the building has 
been re-covered, at a cost of $250. Dur- 
ing the coming summer the board plans 
to have the interior re-decorated. 

The Madison Study Club served tea in 
the library rooms November 13th and made 
$41.30 to be spent for children’s books. 

Marshall—A recent improvement at the 
library is a reading table for small chil- 
dren. New shelving has been added in the 
reading room. 

Minneapolis—Roosevelt Branch Library, 
4026 28th Avenue South, opened its doors 
to the public on Tuesday morning, Febru- 
ary 15th. There were 2,700 visitors dur- 
ing its first day, and a circulation of 1,100 
volumes. 

The formal opening was held at 7:30 P. 
M. on Monday evening, February 14 with 
Mr. Edward C. Gale, a member of the Li- 
brary Board, presiding. Mr. Gale spoke 
briefly, stating the cost of the Branch, and 
presenting the Branch to the community. 
The response for the community was made 
by Mr. J. E. Klingen, President of the 
Parent-Teacher’s Association of Roosevelt 
High School. Mr. Philip E. Carlson, prin- 
cipal of Roosevelt High School, spoke 
briefly of the value of the library to the 
school, and Miss Gratia A. Countryman, 
Librarian, spoke of the value of the library 
to the community, and introduced Mrs. A. 
N. Whiting, Librarian of the Branch, to 
the community. Mr. C. V. Smith, a mem- 
ber of the Library Board, made a short 
address telling something of the circula- 
tion during the past year, and urging the 
use of the Library. Mr. T. B. Walker, 
President of the Library Board, told of his 
long connection with the Public Library 
and his aspirations to see the library ex- 
tended throughout the city. After the 
formal program, the audience had an Op- 
portunity to look through the Branch. 

“Sumner Library has its longed-for ad- 
dition in a new wing just completed to 
match the rest of the building. The chil- 
dren’s room had been moved to the base- 
ment some years ago in a room designed 
for a small auditorium. It was dark and 
unsuitable. 

The new wing contains a large sunshiny 
room for the older children with benches 
and sloping tables, with low book-cases 
and a built-in lavatory. It opens with an 
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arched doorway into the main room. There 
ig also an arched doorway into a room 
for tiny children, containing low benches, 
a big round table and low cases. It now 
remains to develop the manifold possibili- 
ties for children’s work in the locality. 

The abandoned children’s room in the 
basement is again a club room and is al- 
ready in demand for Americanization 
classes, neighborhood clubs, Boy Scouts, 
and other features so necessary in a com- 
munity.”’—-Community Bookshelf. 

A new station was opened in the John 
Burroughs school and a new branch in 
Franklin Junior High School about March 
Ist. 

In October (1926), the staff of the 
Minneapolis Public Library organized an 
association devoted to the professional and 
social interests of its members. This as- 
sociation offers an opportunity for good 
fellowship and closer acquaintance among 
its members. 

The organization issues a four page pub- 
lication known as‘ ‘‘Staff Stuff.’’ The ob- 
ject of this is to give bits of information 
of professional interest, to relate personal 
happenings and to inform the staff of what 
is going on through-out the system. 

Two very successful social functions 
have been given. The first was.a Christ- 
mas party and the second a dance and 
bridge party. 

Owatonna—Seven patrons of the library 
have adopted Reading with a Purpose 
courses outlined by the American Library 
Association and a special one on Law pre- 
pared by the library. Of the following 
subjects, the first and second are in the 
hands of rural residents: English litera- 
ture; Frontiers of knowledge; Some great 
American books; Ten pivotal figures of 
history; Americans from abroad (2); Psy- 
chology. 

A complete list of Owatonna families 
was secured from the city clerk’s mailing 
list. These names are being checked with 
the registration files to ascertain what 
homes are not being reached by the li- 
brary. 

The work of reclassifying from Cutter 
to Dewey is progressing. All is done now 
except the 900’s. 

On checking up the library reports for 
the names of the young people who have 
taken library work within the last six and 
a half years, some interesting figures are 
revealed. Excluding the five young women 
who did required practice work prepara- 
tory to entering the Library School of the 
University of Wisconsin, and the High 
School graduate who was serving as as- 
sistant when the apprentice course was 
adopted, twenty-one girls and one boy have 
taken the course for High School credit. 
Of these five have helped or are helping 
to work their way through college by serv- 
ing in the college library, seven have held 
positions as assistants in the Owatonna 
Public Library, and six others have served, 
from time to time, as paid substitutes. 
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This co-operation between the High School 
and the Library is gratifying to the Li- 
brary as it equips assistants from ‘‘home 
talent.’’ ’ 


Paynesville—A public meeting was held 
in the library on the evening of February 
15. <A playlet “The Good Book Fairy’’ 
was presented by a group of small chil- 
dren, and Miss Baldwin, of the Library 
Division, spoke on The Library and the 
Community. Tea and wafers were served 
by the library board at the close of the 
program. Miss Baldwin also spoke at an 
open meeting of the Book Lovers Club in 
the afternoon. Beginning with Children’s 
Book Week, the Book Lovers Club spon- 
sored a reading contest in the grades which 
continued until January. 

A new charging desk and chair have 
been added to the library room. 


Pine City—The annual drive held in Oc- 
tober netted the library fund $180, donat- 


_ed by individuals, lodges and clubs. Six 


teams of two people each canvassed the 
town. 

Children’s Book Week was observed by 
a story telling hour, and prizes given for 
the best poster, essay and costume repre- 
resenting characters from books. Over 
sixty children attended. The new books 
were on display in a window. 


Pine River—The library board received 
a gift of $35 from Mrs. Hartzell, of Min- 
neapolis, to be spent for adult fiction. 

Red Wing—An exhibit of Medic: prints, 
sponsored by The Art History Club, was 
held in the children’s room of the public 
library for three weeks beginning the last 
of January. Pupils of all the schools in 
the city were invited on special days, when 
members of the club explained the pic- 
tures, and all the women’s clubs. were 
guests on February 9th. 

Rochester—The public library has just 
completed its 60th year since its organiza- 
tion as a subscription library, 30 years in 
its present building. Library service is 
now provided in all the city schools with 
the exception of Central, as well as in the 
Trinity Lutheran School. The children’s 
librarian makes a trip to each public school 
one afternoon a week and issues the books. 
At Trinity school one of the older girls 
acts as librarian. 


St. Cloud—Work with the children is 
being developed through the weekly story 
hour and visits to the schools on the part 
of the librarian. It is estimated that from 
60 to 80 per cent of the pupils in the gram- 
mar grades have cards. 


St. Paul—tThe Saint Paul Education As- 
sociation has generously donated $171.00 
to the Public Library for the purchase of 
books. 

The fifth monthly evening book meeting 
of the St. Paul Public Library was held 
February 7, in the exhibition room. Prof. 
H. C. Archerd, professor of Spanish at 
Hamline University, spoke on various as- 














pects of Peru, where he lived for many 
years. 

The sixth monthly book evening will be 
held March 21. Mrs. C. A. Bucklin will 
read ‘‘Caponsacchi,’’ Walter Hampden’s 
new play. 

On February 17, Mr. Arthur E. Christy, 
of the University of Minnesota gave an ad- 
dress on Chinese Literature,’ before the 
Advanced Apprentice Class. members of 
the Staff, and their friends. 

On the evening of January 5th Miss 
Harriet Wood spoke to the high school li- 
brarians, members of the School Division 
staff and a few others on the Library In- 
stitute for teachers of Library Science, 
which was conducted under the direction 
of Dr. Charters of the University of Chi- 
cago and which she had attended in the 
summer. 

St. Peter—Good Book Week was _ Ob- 
served the week after Thanksgiving with 
talks in all the schools throughout the 
week, closing with a program at the li- 
brary Friday evening. High School] stud- 
ents sang Christmas carols outside the 
building early in the evening and the pro- 
gram consisted of a talk on the financial 
condition of the library by Mrs. J. A. 
Poetz, an address on the value of good 
books by Dr. E. C. Carlton and a talk by 
Miss Baldwin, of the Library Division, who 
stressed the importance of following up 
Book Week by furnishing an adequate sup- 
ply of books for children of all grades. 

A new system of registration and charg- 
ing was installed the first of the year. 

South St. Paul—tThe corner stone of the 
American Legion Memorial Library, South 
Saint Paul was laid Tuesday February 
22nd. The Library Commission was as- 
sisted in the services by Abner Rude Post 
American Legion, the Mayor and the City 
Council of South Saint Paul and represen- 
tatives of the County Commissioners of 
Dakota County. It is hoped that the build- 
ing may be completed so that the dedica- 
tion may take place on Memorial day. 

The building is to be New England Co- 
lonial in type, built of brick with Bedford 
stone trim. It will be 40 by 80 feet, with 
reading and reference rooms and children’s 
room on the main floor, and community 
and staff rooms in the basement. 

Stillwater—An interesting account of 
the history and work of the public library, 
by Alice R. Murdock, one of the library di- 
rectors, appeared in a recent issue of a 
Stillwater paper. The library was estab- 
lished by vote 30 years ago, taking over 
the property of the former Library Asso- 
ciation established in 1869. The mayor 
appointed a board of nine women, which 
was such a shock to the community that 
it was some time before the council could 
be induced to approve his appointments. 
This precedent has been continued, the 
board being the only one in the state so 
constituted. The library was one of the 
first in the state to serve the county. 


Thief River Falls—On the afternoon be- 
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fore Christmas an entertainment was giy- 
en for the children. There was a festive 
Christmas tree and ‘‘Why the chimes rang” 
was presented. 

Warren—The Warren Public Library 
opened in November 1920, is maintained 
entirely by generous appropriations from 
the various organizations of the city—such 
as the ‘“‘Mother’s Club,” ‘Girls’ Commun- 
ity Club,” ‘‘Warren Woman’s Club,” City 
Council and students of the Public School. 

There are approximately one thousand 
volumes on the shelves, also nine period- 
icals and one daily newspaper. Two hun- 
dred or more books circulate each month. 

Publicity is carried on through the me- 
dium of the two weekly newspapers, the 
staff of which kindly offers space free of 
charge. 

In observance of ‘“‘Good Book Week” an 

artistic display of books and decorative 
posters was arranged in a show window of 
one of the local stores. This created no 
little interest and proved a splendid and 
effective means of reaching the public. 
“ Book covers mounted upon a strip of 
burlap and posters upon which are printed 
a list of the books most recently received 
are displayed in the library. 

Wheaton—tThe study club has arranged 
to give some home talent production for the 
benefit of the library and hopes to coop- 
erate with the school board in opening the 
library to the public. ; 

Worthington— Miss Methven, of the Li- 
brary Division, spent several days with 
Mrs. Kraft revising the book collection at 
the Carnegie Library, and making a shelf 
list. A joint meeting at the library of the 
library board and city council gave an op- 
portunity to present the needs of the li- 
brary in a graphic way. Cooperation with 
the schools when purchasing books for the 
children and an enlarged book fund are to 
contribute to the future growth of the li- 
brary and its service to the public. 





THE MODEL TOWN LIBRARY 
Has 
Income of $1.00 per capita (minimum) 
Circulation of 5 books per capita 
One assistant for every 20,000 books cir- 
culated 
Expends 
50% of its income for salaries 
25% for books and periodicals 
10% for binding and supplies 
15% for maintenance 
Offers 
Trained service 
Carefully selected books 
Extension service through branches and 
deposits 
Cooperation with schools, clubs and all 
other community interests 
Is Yours a Model Town Library? 


—Poster prepared for the Model Town 
Exposition, Boston, by the Massachusetts 
Division of Public Libraries. 
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| SCHOOL LIBRARIES DEPARTMENT 
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BUDGETING THE BOOK FUND 


What are your needs? What could you 
indulge in, if necessities were covered? 
Which books? How many copies? Do 
you need books for primary, intermediate, 
junior high school home reading? Can you 
afford an expensive reference set? Mak- 
ing a budget for book needs is one of the 
most important and crucial duties of the 
librarian. 

“Investigate before investing,’ the ad- 
vice given by a banker in a recent radio 
talk is good practice in libraries. The 
standard lists such as the Standard Cata- 
log for High School Libraries, the Chil- 
dren’s Catalog, the American Library As- 
sociation Catalogs, the State Lists for High 
School and Grade give information upon 
the best books for purchase. The refer- 
ence librarians of public libraries and the 
State Library Division will furnish advice 
upon request. 


A. L. A. MEMBERSHIP 


The A. L. A. is planning to issue a vol- 
ume on school library. work which will 
come out yearly. This will include a list 
of the school librarians who are members 
of the A. L. A. 

The School Librarians Section of the A. 
L. A. is securing members. Miss Elizabeth 
Seripture, John Marshall High School, 
Minneapolis, is chairman of the local com- 
mittee of the section. Great plans for the 
development of school library work are be- 
ing made by numerous committees. 





SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 


Certificates and indorsements have been 
issued to or may be secured by the follow- 
ing librarians who are doing full-time or 
part-time school library work so far as our 
records show. It is hoped that others who 
are qualified will apply at once in order 
that the list may be complete. 

Key to Abbreviations 
= mark means full-time school librarian. 


T. L. for teacher-librarian. 
P & §S. for public and school librarian. 


S. L. for secretary-librarian. 
Town Librarian 
“US are cers Blanche Olson, S. L. 
Albert Lea...............................Alice Stearns 
Annandale....«......:....- tuth Burkland, T, L. 
a eee Lillian E. Olson, T. L. 
Ce Bernadette Gormley 
Sree Eloise Truesdell, S. L. 
| es Hazel Roche, S. & P. 
Se he ty hot ae Blanche A. Aust 
Chatfield. ............. Annette Johnson, P. & S. 
Chisholm 

fe Rn eerie = Dorothy Cornwell 

a0: Wiehe. 3.5250... Winifred Stephens, T. L. 
I cath, <scttsteccddie dll Maud Grogan, P. & S. 
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COCUAING§. 5.55 2 acts Constance Logue 
D@igRO.....2..54.....:.. Mrs. Marie Evans, T. L. 
Duluth 

Sf ne anne Helen Perry 

Washington Junior-_.._.......... Mollie Astell 
ASE Oe PPS ee Faye Collicott 
Eveleth 

| ee eee ee ee: Mabel Lyon 

ae ee Marion Witter 
PRirment........ 2:2. Agnes Serle, P. & S. 


Claire Winzenberg, T. L. 
Marie Kennedy, T. L. 


Faribault.............. Florence D. Love, P. & S. 
Beulah Larson 
Fergus Fallis................. Amy Lewis, P. & S. 
Selma Hogenson, T. L. 
Pertile...............2 Bernice M. Ensberg, T. L. 
0 Te: Inez Erickson, S. L. 
Glenwood........ Mrs. Cassa B. Selnes, P. & S. 
PE... on. ne ccccncecl Alberta Sommer, T. L. 
PROGEINEG ....2.<cncccaccac Stella Telford, P. & S. 
ci a ar Head-Beatryce A. Finn 
Sr. Brew. Bee tw oo Helen Arper 
Sr... Pie Bar's... Margaret Briggs 
Lincoln Jr. High Ass'’t........... Fay Cuzner 
Elementary Ass’t...........Selma Patconak 
Hopes... ..........................- Beryl Anderson 
Houston. ........ ..<0--5..55. Ingrid Julsrud, T. L. 
Hutehingon. .........-..... Doris G. Taylor, T. L. 
International Falls..Winnie Foster, P. & S. 
and Koochiching Co........... *Ellen Lawin 
TVBMNOC. «. 22.6 5.026c005d Christine Ludenia, T. L. 
5) a ee ae Clara Marsh 
LeSueur......................Neville Alfken, T. L. 
Little. Parie....:......-...... Jean G. Smith, T. L. 
Madison...... Mrs. H. L. Borgendale, P. & S. 
is. |, i ae eee Oe *Esther Morris 
(Mrs. Harriet V. Dugan, Sub.) 
Meadowlands............ Mary J. Sommer, T. L. 
SS An Ora M. Rowell, T. L. 
Minneapolis 
Publie Library 
School Dept. Head.............. Mary Tawney 
Classroom lib. ass’t......- Mable Bartleson 
General asa’t.. .................. Rachel Angvick 
General aes’t:..........-......... Evelyn Osborn 
Elementary School Library Stations 
Bremetr...................-...Mrs. Lilla E. Haas 
I isiiciincicdsadecnncsanimsnv’ Winifred White 


Branch Dept. 
Junior High Schools 


SP are Celia Frost 
Ce re ame Nyria Gile 
gee a meer Sn Bee Ruth Upton 
BS | ane Harriet Clark, P. & S. 
JOROCPSOR.....s:....-.2....-- Beatrice Wightmar 
Lameoim......s- <<<. Marion Crosby, P. & S. 
Seward................ *Olea Solheim, P. & S. 
Hennepin County 

Dept. Head.............-.- Ethel Berry, P. & S. 
pS eee ere Mrs. J. E. White 
St. Louis Pk.....-... Mrs. Thomas Johnson 


Board of Education 
High Schools 
AO iis ok ctdeccciccctsenesaenxsen Margaret Greer 
Ass’t. Jeannette Brice 


*Resigned 














Mpls. cont. 

SA Se ee BS ee Rhea Gibson 
| Elizabeth Scripture 
i EI Thyrza McClure 
Roosevelt............- ee Augusta Bjeldanes 
ad SE A Ia. 2 Lois Davidson 
Weemeuaren............-........ Margaret Brown 
1, Sl REIT ELON EE APRS Clara B. Leet 


Univ. of Minnesota 
College of Education 





Univ. H. S...........................Alma Penrose 
Montevideo........ Mabel Hanning, P. & T. L. 
Moorhead..............-. Caroline Branae, T. L. 
Morris........................Agnes Torpey, P. & S. 
Mound—See Mpls. Hennepin Co. Dept. 
Mountain [ron...................Anne Studnicka 
Nasu wauk................ Ruth Weeding, S. & P. 
Poow ee... Erna Holzinger, S. & P. 
Northfeld............:.......Nina Stewart, T. L. 
Orton virie......2........-.. Hester Clark, P. & S. 
Owatonna and 
Steele County........ Maud van Buren, P. & S. 

fugh Senool................ Elizabeth Schmidt 
Pine Island...........- **Mrs. Claude Perkins 
Princeton............ Mrs. Lulu Owens, P. & S. 
i, IE ee Eliza Remfrey, T. L. 
i aaa Grace Meyer, P. & S. 


Mrs. Amanda Anderson 
Redwood Falls.......- Marie Tolzman, P. & S. 


Rochester.........- Margaret Hickman, P. & S. 
Marion Baker 
me ee Mrs. Ethelyn Harrison 


St. Louis Park 
See Mpls. Hennepin Co. Dept. 


St. Paul 
Public Library School Division 
ek Ra iio Elizabeth Robinson 
gS RE ae aes a ee Ada Hagen 
Sa Se ES ee ae Elsie L. Baker 
[| Sa SS ee Adelaide Apfeld 
Ramsey County 
Devt. Mead................ Myra Buell, P. & S. 


Dept. of Education 
High Schools 


0 Se enn “Laurie Johnson 
| Pe ee Martha Buist 
Humbolat.............Margaret McCandless 
(| | Se ee ee Mary Leonard 
Mechanie Arts..............Mrs. Nettie Dugas 
Wasnineton.................. Blanche Spooner 
Junior High Schools 
Dermal. ...........-.<-...- Phyllis Bastin, S. L. 
Monroe.............Anna Guthormsen, T. L. 
MmOeeevent.........-........ Florence Vest, T. L. 
Seu (eater ..............-- Eva M. Davis, P. & S. 
Baek mapres.................. Marie Scheie, T. L. 
gs Eunice L. Hummel, T. L. 
Slayton..............- Mrs. Alice M. Grass, T. L. 
Sleepy Eye.......... Beatrice Bjeldanes, T. L. 
eee oe. Pee Beda Erickson 
Thief River Falls...... Minnie Leavitt, T. L. 
ae searvors............................ Ethel Sauer 
_.., ie Elizabeth Robinson, T. L. 
J ae Grace Stevens, P. & S. 
Wwanmee.................. Mildred Swennes, T. L. 
Te. Jean Stewart, P. & S. 
i ne Ruth Labbitt, T. L. & P. 
7 aeeese................. Myrtle E. Johnson, T. L. 
White Bear.......... Elizabeth Singleton, S. L. 
, NE! Amy Hanscom, P. & S&S. 
** Deceased 
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Winona.................... **Evangeline Robinson 

(Elizabeth Smith, Sub.) 
Worthington............. Stella Anderson, §. L, 
Zumbrota.................. Nora Koehler, P. & g, 





LIBRARY TRAINING IN MINNESOTA 
Bemidji State Teachers College 


The course in School Library Adminis- 
tration is offered only during the summer 
session. It is a one credit course, meet- 
ing two hours daily, one hour for recita- 
tion or lecture and one hour for supervised 
practice. The course is planned with rural 
school libraries in mind, but is broad 
enough to be helpful to any teacher who 
has charge of a school library. Miss Wil- 
son’s School Library Management, and the 
State list of books for elementary schools 
are used as a basis for the course. One 
quarter credit is given. 

For each hour listed here one hour of 
supervised practice is required in addition 
to the time spent in reading and other 
preparation of daily lessons. 


Hours 

Planning & equipment..............2222...... 1 
Mending & care of books...-................ 5 
Beok selection .«.........<.<...............--..2 5 
I NEE 1 
Accession & shelf-list--...........2---22202.... 2 
Classification & arrangement of 

I hac aorsnechucntiackorapedesnatcnactbiadinapencas ee 5 
Charging systems, inventory..... -....... 1 
Reference books, catalog, period- 

NS gia a ea ee eee 4 
Care of clippings & pictures.............. 1 


Work of the State Library Division..1 
HELEN E. FARR. 





Moorhead State Teachers College 


An elective course in Library Economy 
was given during the winter term in the 
Moorhead Teachers College. There were 
eight students in the class, two seniors and 
six sophomores. 

The first half of the term was devoted 
to lectures, demonstrations and _ practice 
work in school library organization and 
management. The course was designed to 
prepare teachers for positions in which 
they will have part-time library work. In 
addition to the ‘mechanical processes em- 
ployed in organization and management, 
the course covered instruction and practice 
in book selection and library work with 
children. It also included careful instruc- 
tion concerning state library aid, the serv- 
ice of the Library Division of the State 
Dept. of Education and the means for se- 
curing help through that service, and the 
use of book lists and other helps provided 
by the state. 

The second half of the term was devot- 
ed to a study of general reference books, 
the card catalog, the Readers’ Guide and 
periodical literature, government publica- 
tions, etc., with problems covering their 
use, and with a final problem in bibliog- 
raphy. 








et Fh FH bete tw ot 





- =e 


oOo Be 


on @& 


3 


eS wert + &F 2 ee eS ww wa 


aS >: i «6S 


i ee 











Four of the students in this class are 
employed as student assistants on the col- 
lege library staff. All will be available 
after graduation for teaching positions re- 
quiring part time library work. 


SARAH HOUGHAM. 





RANGE SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 


The officers of the Range School Libra- 
rians Club this year are Faye Collicott, 
Ely, president, and Selma Patconak, Hib- 
bing, secretary. The club has held three 
meetings this year; in October in Virginia 
at the N. E. M. E. A., in January at Kee- 
watin and in March at Biwabik. 

The club has prepared a helpful state- 
ment upon illustrators for chldren’s books 
and is now working upon library instruc- 
tion for the grade schools. Grades one to 
three are complete. Conference and a 
pleasant luncheon together are features of 
the meetings. Mr. Philip Schweickhard, 
superintendent at Biwabik, gave an in- 
spiring talk upon the work of the librarian. 





TWIN CITY SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 
Minneapolis School Librarians 


The Minneapolis school librarians are 
having a series of dinner meetings at the 
Business Women’s Club. They have met 
successively with the teachers of History, 
English and of Community Life Problems. 
Teachers as well as librarians have con- 
tributed to these very informal discussions. 


St. Paul School Librarians 


The student library assistants in the 
various high schools were the guests of 
the Mechanic Arts High School librarian. 
Miss Katharine Tschida spoke on libraries 
in Europe and some rare manuscripts she 
saw, and some of the interesting librarians 
she met. Mr. Webster Wheelock spoke on 
the opportunities in library work. 

A meeting of the school librarians was 
held at the Central Library and Miss Wood 
spoke on the Library Institute at Chicago 
giving some of the points stressed there. 





NEWS FROM SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


(Items for this column are urgently re- 
quested from all school libraries and public 
libraries doing school work. Pass on your 
ideas). 

Anoka—The school library at Anoka, 
though crowded, is well organized and 
well used. Books that are unsuitable are 
being weeded out. The magazines are 
bound and the use is exceptional. 

Aurora—A grade library has’ been 
opened at Aurora. The grade supervisor 
acts as librarian. The children are very 


eagerly using the books. 
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Bemidji State Teachers College—Pic- 
tures of the children’s corner of the Be- 
midji State Teachers College library were 
sent in by Miss Helen Farr, librarian. 
Each grade has its Saturday afternoon 
reading hour, but the children come to 
draw books or do reference work any time 
in the day when they have any free time. 
The teachers cooperate wonderfully, and 
one or two children are present most of 
the time. 


Benson—The fund from the School 
Board has allowed the Public Library to 
add several new reference and home read- 
ing books for all grades selected from the 
State school library lists. 


Biwabik—Classes from the grade school 
go to their library at regular intervals to 
enjoy a free reading period and to select 
books to take home. 


Blooming Prairie—The Blooming 
Prairie school library contains over 2,000 
books and many magazines and a daily 
newspaper. Any one can draw books, from 
2 to 4:30 p. m. daily and on Wednesday 
nights from 7 to 9. This school library 
also gets books from the Owatonna Free 
Public Library which gives county wide 
service and from the state library. 


Buhl—tThe school librarian has been 
devoting a great deal of time to instruction 
in the use of the library, taking over each 
English class for a period of two weeks 
and giving them practical problems in 
looking up material in books of the library. 
It has proved very helpful. 


Crookston—The Crookston School li- 
brary has acquired four hundred dollars 
worth of books. The principal from each 
grade and the head of each department 
aided in this selection. The World Book 
was included. More magazines have been 
added. The increased use of the reading 
room shows the appreciation of faculty 
and students. Instruction in the use of 
books is being given by the librarian in 
the Junior and Senior high schools. A 
shelf list is being made, The librarian re- 
ports the work very enjoyable and interest- 
ing. 

Duluth—Under the direction of Miss 
Helen Ross, County Supervisor, rural 
school libraries in St. Louis Co. have been 
classified by the teachers. 


Elk River—The following survey of the 
Elk River school library is reported in a 
local paper. 


Library—Service improved considerably. 
The following are good: Shelving, tables, 
filing cabinet, accession book, charging 
system, condition of books, orderly ar- 
rangement. He thinks our library is im- 
proved considerably over last year. He 
commended us for the system of refer- 
ence and reserve shelves which we are us- 
ing in the high school. He expressed a 
need for grade library books. The use of 
the library by pupils and teachers is good. 











Ely—tThe librarian at Ely divides her 
time so as to give a fair proportion to each 
grade. Regular library periods for the 
grades make the children’s room a busy 
place. 

Fergus Falls—tThe library instruction, a 
six weeks course, has now been given to 
every student in the Senior High School 
and to three fourths of the Junior High 
School. The pupils have learned the main 
divisions of the Dewey Decimal classifi- 
cation and the main subdivisions so that 
they know the library plan for the ar- 
rangement of books on the shelves. They 
know how to use the ecard catalog and 
Reader’s Guide. They know the use of the 
yearbooks and other reference books, and 
like to find their own books and refer- 
ences to show the librarian that they can 
do it. This saves time for the librarian 
and pupil. A shelf list has been made of 
each library at three of the grade schools. 
New books have been ordered and two 
new sets of Keystone slides. 

Hallock—‘‘The children here have to 
read. We were given over two hundred 
dollars for new books this year. I used 
your list in selecting them and my work 
in the School Division of the Public Li- 
brary also helped me in selecting the 
books. Through my work in the St. Paul 
Library I was familiar with many of the 
books on the list.’’—A. S. 


Hopkins—tThe school librarian at Hop- 
kins gives part of her time to the grade 
library, part to the junior high library and 
part to the senior high library, all housed 
in separate places. The pupils are re- 
sponsive and the librarian enthusiastic. 


Keewatin—New shelving has been add- 
ed to the adult room of the Keewatin 
school and public library. This improves 
conditions in the children’s room also. 

Keewatin entertained the Range School 
Librarians’ Club in January. A _ general 
discussion of problems was the program. 


Lanesboro—About three hundred dol- 
lars has been spent for books in Lanesboro 
this year. This more than meets the na- 
tional standard of one dollar per pupil. 
There is a good selection of fiction for both 
grade and high school students, and the 
supply of non-fiction is growing. The li- 
brary has been used very much more for 
reference material this year than it has in 
the past. 


Little Falls—Four student assistants 
have been selected. They read the shelves, 
help with the reinforcing of the magazines, 
and each girl takes charge of the library 
one afternoon a week from three-thirty to 
four-thirty. They have been a great help, 
and the increase in circulation from 818 
books the first semester of the previous 
year, to 1146 this year is largely due to 
them. Before the year is over we are 
hoping to reinforce all the National Geo- 
graphics from 1916 to date so that the 
files will be of more value. 

Approximately $400 was expended of 
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the $600 library appropriation, leaving a 
margin with which to purchase books and 
magazines that may be needed later in the 
term. 

Nashwauk—The grade supervisor is ¢co- 
operating with the librarian in developing 
the children’s reading through lists and 
periodic class visits to the children’s room. 
This school has two large rooms at- 
tractively furnished one for adults and 
one for children. 


Olivia—The Teacher Training class of 
twelve under the direction of Mrs. Arm- 
strong assisted by Miss Kromer, grade 
principal, reorganized the training depart- 
ment library, by working Saturdays and 
odd hours during the week. It was very 
nicely done. The text and library books 
are separated. There is a new book case 
for the former in the back room, leaving 
the rural school library in the main room. 


Red Wing—tThe circulation has doubled 
in the school library. Lists have been sent 
to the various departments and the teach- 
ers have been informed of new material. 
Exhibits of new books have been made in 
the various grades. Classroom libraries 
have been issued. Instruction has been 
given in the 4th, 5th and 6th grade. The 
shelf list has been completed and the cata- 
log started. 


Rochester—The Junior college students 
now have a separate library as the work 
was too heavy in the High school and 
Junior high school library. There is great 
interest in developing this new unit of 
service. New copies of old favorites have 
been secured by the high school] library, 


St. Paul—tThe local papers have been 
printing a series of articles on the school 
libraries. An interview with Blanche 
Spooner the librarian of the new Washing- 
ton high school gave an enthusiastic ac- 
count of the possibilities of library service 
in a school, together with the fine oppor- 
tunities for training now open to those who 
desire to become librarians. A new course 
entitled Commercial Home Economics is 
making heavy demands upon the Humboldt 
school library. There is no one text book 
covering just this course on right living 
and working relations. 


Tower—Complete reorganization of the 
department has been made so that library 
service is now available for all grade and 
high school students. A magazine refer- 
ence room has been opened in connection 
with the history section and a clipping file 
is being started. Several hundred books 
have been purchased. An adequate social 
science library has been provided for up- 
per grades. Several ready reference guides 
and books of poetry were added to our 
high school shelves. An effort is being 
made this year to place good attractive pe- 
riodicals in the hands of grade children. 
The library here is primarily a school li- 
brary, but all resources of the library are 
available to the public because Tower has 
no public library. 
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Wells—aA new library room has recently 
been opened to the Annex pupils at Wells. 
The room is appropriately decorated with 
new pictures and sash curtains and the 
covers of the books have all been washed, 
cleaned and _ shellaced. Reading tables 
have been installed and each child in the 
fourth, fifth and sixth grades will be al- 
lowed two periods a week in the library. 
Books may be taken home. 

Winthrop — The pupils of Winthrop 
school are reading with much pleasure 
the new library books which have just 
been received. 

There are about ninety books suited to 
all ages and grades. They vary from good 
rather recent fiction to the deeper subjects 
of science, essays and biography. He 
must be a difficult child to please who can 
not find something to his liking on the 
list. 

These books were accessioned and put 
into condition to circulate by a number of 
the teachers who worked evenings and 
Saturday morning. 

Rural School Libraries—The needs of 
rural school libraries were presented to 
the Rural Section of the State School 
Board Association by Harriet Wood, Super- 
visor of School Libraries. 





REFERENCES ON PLAY 


Compiled by Edith D. Dixon, Institute of 
Child Welfare, University of Minnesota 


Forbush, William. Manual of play. Ja- 
cobs. 

Johnson, G. E. Education by plays and 
games. Ginn. 

Lee, Joseph. Play in education. Mac- 
millan. 


Palmer, Luella. Play life in the first eight 
years. 


Ginn. 








Sies, A. C. Spontaneous and supervised 
play in childhood. Macmillan. 


Pamphlets 


Boyd, N. I. Play equipment for the nur- 
sery. 10c. Chicago Association of Day 
Nurseries, 308 North Michigan Avenue, 
Chicago, Illinois. 


Bureau of Education Experiments, New 
York City. Bulletins. 
1. Playthings. 38d Ed. rev. 20¢c. 


8. Catalog of play equipment by Hunt. 
35¢. 

11. Nursery schoo] experiment by John- 
son & Steward. 75ce. 


Leonard, M. S. Best toys for children. 


25¢e. To be secured from Miss Annette 
Hainer, Jefferson School, Sheboygan, 
Wisconsin. 


Playground and Recreation Association of 
America, New York City. How to equip 





a play room. 10c. Home play ground 
and indoor play room. 10c. 
A SCHOOL LIBRARY 


A pleasant place of quiet nooks and books; 
A place where happily 

A little child 

May drift and dream afar to wonderland; 
An older child 


May read of deeds—noble, and great, and 
true— 


May feel the urge 

Of all the things life holds for him to do. 
Read, happy little ones— 

And live the days that were and are to be. 


GRETCHEN WESTERVELT, 
Marr School Library. 
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